“Be sober, be vigilant, because your adversary
the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about,

seeking whom he may devour.”
~ I Peter 5:8
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JESUS CHRIST: THE ULTIMATE SERVANT
Dale Hubbert

Every area of the earthly life of servants who are immersed inFather.
Jesus is without human parallel and i©umility. Being a servant was not Service can only be seen by
worthy of scrutiny with the intent to what most people dreamed of being iraction. It is in this way that our Lord
imitate. Our Lord was perfection in Jesus time nor in our current societypainted pictures easy to appreciate.
action and clearly illuminates ourJesus “humbled himself and becamélatthew, Mark, Luke, and John
spiritual  eyes. To place theobedient unto death, even the death akcord numerous events in which
microscope upon the Christ is tothe cross” (Philippians 2:8). We will Jesus was doing for others with little
magnify the message God intendedecome better contributors to God'sregard for himself. “And Jesus saith
for us to receive. cause when we humble our heart andnto him, The foxes have holes, and
One of the intriguing elements of see the joy service provides. the birds of the air have nests; but the
God’s son was his readiness to serve. Our Savior taught us that Son of man hath not where to lay his
Jesus willingly lived his life as a effective service comes from ourhead” (Matthew 8:20). Jesus didn't
servant though he is aptly described adesire to serve. When we mature tgust talk about being a servant, he was
“KING OF KINGS” and “LORD OF the point where we look to othersone!
LORDS” (Revelation 19:16). Deity instead of self as Christ did then we  The recording of the deeds of
lowered himself to the lowest form of will have moved to a position to beJesus as noted in John 13 draws open
humanity that the Father’s will might valuable to the church. Those whahe curtains to the mindset of a
be obeyed and that we might havéiave the desire to be elders are thoservant. Jesus the Master quietly but
footsteps to follow (1 Peter 2:21).who should have the desire to serve (profoundly shows the disciples the
Before we can reign as kings we mustTimothy 3:1). glory and beauty of service by girding
joyfully toil by serving. Jesus was the ultimate servana towel and washing their feet (John
Why did Jesus serve? All of hisbecause he was completely committed3:3-5). Jesus then explained his
actions were motivated by love. Theto the doing of the Father’s will. actions and challenged the apostles to
words of Paul in Galatians 5:13 wereJesus Christ declared, “I came dowrcommit this attitude and service to
exemplified in the life of Jesus, “by from heaven not to do mine own will, their lives (John 13:12-17).
love serve one another.” Doing forbut the will of him who sent me” The washing of feet was not an
others happens for various reasongJohn 6:38). A crucial element ofisolated incident of service in the life
not all of which are good. Service will successful servanthood is the layingf Christ. Jesus daily fed the hungry,
never be fulfilling, acceptable, oraside of our will and enthusiasticallygave water to the thirsty, healed the
consistent unless the driving force isserving a gracious and kind Godsick, comforted the bereaved, taught
our compassion for others. JesuSNot my will but thine be done” the unlearned, and responded with
served by love! (Luke 22:42) were the words of acompassion to the needs of those he
Servants who please God areservant absorbed in pleasing God thenet. (Continued on page 8)
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EDITORIAL must be based upon proof. The devils, coming out of the tombs,
writer of Hebrews penned, “Now exceeding fierce, so that no man
faith is the substance of things hoped might pass by that way. And,

JESUS CHRIST: for, the evidence of things not seen” behold, they cried out, saying, What

THE SON OF GOD (Hebrews 11:1). We should not have have we to do with thee, Jesus, thou
_ a faith based on no evidence. What Son of God? art thou come hither to
Ronnie Hayes proof is there that Jesus Christ is the torment us before the time”

Son of God? One proof was His (Matthew 8:28,29)? In a court of law

Jesus Christ — what do you think power to perform miracles. When these demons would have been
of when you hear His name? Son, Christ walked on the Sea of Galilee, considered hostile witnesses, yet,
servant, savior, shepherd, sinless orsaved Peter and proved His power they called Christ the Son of God.
maybe sacrifice are all terms that over the wind, His disciples said, There were others who recognized
come to mind. In this edition of the “ . of a truth thou art the Son of Christ as the Son of God. The
Vigil we will be discussing Jesus, the God” (Matthew 14:33). Nicodemus centurion at the foot of the cross and
sweetest name known to man. could recognize the connection those that were with him saw what

We can see theronouncement  between Christ and God when he transpired and were convinced.
of Jesus as the Son of God. At His said, “...Rabbi, we know that thou “Now when the centurion, and they
baptism we read, “And Jesus, when art a teacher come from God: for no that were with him, watching Jesus,
he was baptized, went up straightway man can do these miracles that thou saw the earthquake, and those things
out of the water: and, lo, the heavens doest, except God be with him” that were done, they feared greatly,
were opened unto him, and he saw (John 3:2). A second proof that saying, Truly this was the Son of
the Spirit of God descending like a Jesus Christ is the Son of God is all God” (Matthew 27:54). We too
dove, and lighting upon him: And lo of those who recognized him as such. should be convinced, without a
a voice from heaven, saying, This is Many of the inspired writers of the doubt, that Jesus Christ is the Son of
my beloved Son, in whom | am well New Testament readily called Jesus God.
pleased” (Matthew 3:16,17). Then the Son of God. Mark called Him There is gromise that is made
on the mount as Christ was the Son of God. “The beginning of to those who will confess that Jesus
transfigured we read of a similar the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of is the Son of God. “Whosoever shall
proclamation. “While he yet spake, God” (Mark 1:1). John writes, “And  confess that Jesus is the Son of God,
behold, a bright cloud overshadowed John bare record, saying, | saw the God dwelleth in him, and he in God”
them: and behold a voice out of the Spirit descending from heaven like a (1 John 4:15). John goes on to say,
cloud, which said, This is my dove, and it abode upon him. And | “These things have | written unto
beloved Son, in whom | am well knew him not: but he that sent me to you that believe on the name of the
pleased; hear ye him” (Matthew baptize with water, the same said Son of God; that ye may know that
17:5). There is no doubt that heaven unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see ye have eternal life, and that ye may
proclaimed Jesus Christ the Son of the Spirit descending, and remaining believe on the name of the Son of
God. The angel said to Mary, “He on him, the same is he which God” (1 John 5:13).
shall be great, and shall be called the baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. And Do we have the hope that is
Son of the highest: and the Lord God | saw, and bare record that this is the promised of God? We do if we have
shall give unto him the throne of his Son of God” (John 1:32-34). Saul obeyed the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
father David” (Luke 1:32). The upon his conversion began to preach Have we believed that Jesus Christ is
angel also said that the “...holy thing Christ. “And straightway he the Savior of the world (John 8:24;
which shall be born of thee shall be preached Christ in the synagogues, Hebrews 11:6)? Have we repented
called the Son of God” (Luke 1:35). that he is the Son of God” (Acts of our sins (Luke 13:3)? Have we

Some wantproof that Jesus 9:20). Some could say, those were made the goodconfession (Acts
Christ is the Son of God. Paul told His disciples, what else would they 8:31)? Have we been baptized to
the church at Thessalonica to “prove say? But his disciples weren't the wash away our sins (Acts 22:16)? If
all things; hold fast that which is only ones who called Him Jesus. we have we can be confident in
good” (1 Thessalonians 5:21). The Demons did also. Look at the God’s promises.
Bereans were lauded as “more noble reaction and listen to the statement of May we read the
than those in Thessalonica, in that demons as Christ comes into the pronouncements, see the proof and
they received the word with all country of the Gergesenes. “And one day receive the promise of
readiness of mind, and searched thewhen he was come to the other side knowing that Jesus Christ is the Son
scriptures daily, whether those things into the country of the Gergesenes, of God.
were so” (Acts 17:11). Our faith there met him two possessed with
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THE SACRIFICE OF CHRIST
Ben Wright

The very first place we read of apurify unto himself a peculiar people,my throat and tears in my eyes. It was
coming Savior in the Old Testamentzealous of good works” (Titus 2:14).not because of the tremendous acting
tells us that He will be bruised There was nothing else that couldof the one portraying Jesus. It was
(Genesis 3:15). As we read further imedeem us according to Peter: “For abecause | saw, in my mind’'s eye, my
the Old Testament we see that thisnuch as ye know that ye were notord taking abuse and punishment for
Savior will undergo very harsh redeemed with corruptible things...butme. As the hymn reminds us,
treatment: “Surely he has borne oumwith the precious blood of Christ as of‘Knowing that it was for me He died
griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet wea lamb without blemish and withouton Calvary.” The sacrifice of Jesus
did esteem him stricken, smitten ofspot” (1 Peter 1:18-19). The only waywas vicarious.

God and afflicted. But he waswe could be ransomed from sin was  When we think of the sacrifice of
wounded for our transgressions, hdy the sacrifice of Jesus on the cros<hrist we should think that it was
was bruised for our iniquities: the For these reasons and others, thectorious. The death of Jesus on the
chastisement of our peace was upogacrifice of Christ was vital. cross and His subsequent resurrection
him; and with his stripes we are When we think of the sacrifice of brought victory for us. “O death,
healed” (Isaiah 53:4-5). In this sameChrist we should think that it waswhere is thy sting? O grave, where is
chapter we are told that he was to beicarious. “For Christ also hath thy victory? The sting of death is sin;
oppressed and afflicted (vs. 7). Thesuffered once for sins, the just for theand the strength of sin is the law. But
reason for this shameful treatment isunjust, that he might bring us tothanks be to God, which giveth us the
told to us in verse 8: “..for the God...” (1 Peter 3:18). Jesus took ouwictory through our Lord Jesus Christ”
transgression of my people was helace on the cross. It should have beefl Corinthians 15:55-57). You and |
stricken.” Truly, Jesus was oura guilty party on the cross, not thecan be victorious over death and sin
sacrifice because He took our placeinnocent Christ who knew no sin. Thebecause of the sacrifice of Christ.
Isaiah tells us that His soul was ammerican Standard Version translate®eath and sin were weights that could
offering, or sacrifice, for sin (vs. 10). lIsaiah 53:8 this way: “By oppressionnot be carried by us. Through His

When we think of the sacrifice of and judgment he was taken away; andeath, we no longer have to bear those
Christ we should think that it wasas for his generation, who amongourdens. “Come unto me all ye labor
vital. “For all have sinned, and comethem considered that he was cut ofind are heavy laden, and | will give
short of the glory of God” (Romans out of the land of the living for the you rest” (Matthew 11:28).

3:23). Later, Paul, by inspiration, transgressions afiy people to whom Because of the suffering of
wrote that the wages of sin is deaththe stroke was due(emphasis mine, Christ, we can be adopted as sons of
(Romans 6:23). Each accountabl8W)?” You and | should have beenGod. “But we see Jesus, who was
person that has lived, is living or will nailed to that tree, not the sinless Somade a little lower than the angels for
live falls into condemnation based onof God. the suffering of death, crowned with
Romans 3:23. The death of Christ is  Have you noticed the word “our” glory and honor; that he by the grace
vital because it offers us severain Isaiah 53? The Suffering Servantof God should taste death for every
things. bore “our” griefs, carried “our” man. For it became him, for whom all

Christ's death offers us sorrows, was wounded for “our”things are, and by whom are all
sanctification: “By the which will we transgressions, was bruised for “ourthings, in bringing many sons unto
are sanctified through the offering ofiniquities. The chastisement of “our” glory, to make the captain of their
the body of Jesus Christ once and fopeace was upon Him. You and | carsalvation perfect through sufferings”
all” (Hebrews 10:10). Paul told the be healed with His stripes. All of this (Hebrews 2:9-10). We can shout with
Ephesians that Jesus gave Himself fawvas made possible because Jesus wgy and awe as we sing the words, “O
the church in order to “sanctify it with willing to take my place, and yours,victory in Jesus!” The sacrifice of

the washing of water by the word” on the cross. Jesus was truly victorious.
(Ephesians 5:25-26). You and | are set | have never seen the movie,

apart for the purpose of serving ChristThe Passion of the Christ.” | do not 26036 Hwy 78
by obedience to the New Testamenthave anything against it but have just Carbon Hill, AL 35549
This is made possible only by thenever seen it. | do remember seeing a

sacrifice of Jesus on the cross. scene where the actor portraying Jesus

It offers us redemption as well: was standing before Pilate covered in
“Who gave himself for us, that heblood. | was very moved by this
might redeem us from all iniquity, andscene, to the point of having a lump in

3



SINLESS
Ashley Kizer

When Paul told the Romans that  The righteousness of Jesus mudet temptation sway Him to the right
“all have sinned, and come short othave been apparent to all those whor to the left. This is the true nature of
the glory of God,” he was, of course,witnessed it. When He told His God and (more specifically) the Son
not speaking of the Man who camedisciples of His sinless nature, Johrof God: that He cannot and will not
“to seek and to save that which wasioticed, “many believed on him” condone, accept, or overlook iniquity.
lost” (Romans 3:23; Luke 19:10). He(8:30). Peter withessed the life ofLet the proponents of postmodernism
clearly made this distinction in the Christ personally and claims throughunderstand that this is an
context of the passage by articulatindnis writing that He “did no sin, neither unchangeable principle of our eternal
to us that sinners can be justifiedwas guile found in His mouth” (1 God (cf. Hebrews 13:8). The Lord
“through the redemption that is inPeter 2:22). This appears to be awill not change His mind about the
Christ Jesus” because God hasllusion to Isaiah 53:9, but the apostleonsequences of sin on Judgment
declaredHis “righteousness for the goes on to give examples of JesusDay! Isaiah has made it clear that
remission of sins...” (Romans 3:24,resilience to temptation: “Who, whenwhen anyone has sinned, those
25). We can conclude that all havehe was reviled, reviled not again;“iniquities have separated between
sinned save one — Jesus Christ thehen he suffered, he threatened notjou and your God, and your sins have
perfect Son of man. It is because obut committed himself to him that hid his face from you, that he will not
His righteousness that we have thgudgeth righteously...” (v. 23). This hear” (Isaiah 59:2).
hope of salvation through Him. must be true, considering even His  However, though we have

It seems almost impossible that e&enemies could find no justifiable casesinned, we can be justified by the
man could live His entire life without against Him when they called for hisblood of the sinless Christ. In
committing one transgression oftorture and execution (cf. MatthewHebrews 7:25, we read, “Wherefore
God’'s Law. Job was “perfect and26:59-60). Pilate was a more neutrahe is able also to save them to the
upright, and one that feared God, andnd objective party, yet he said to thaittermost that come unto God by him,
eschewed evil,” yet he was notchief priests and to the people, “l findseeing he ever liveth to make
without sin (Job 1:1). Enoch walkedno fault in this man” (Luke 23:4). intercession for them.” In order to
with God and was taken by Him, but As we ponder the concept of theexpress the importance of the sinless
he did not live a sinless life (Genesissinless Christ, we may be tempted t&hrist, we must notice the primary
5:24). “Noah found grace in the eyedlisregard His human nature. Johmeason Jesus is able to make
of the Lord,” but, on at least onemade it clear that He was “flesh,” andintercession for sinners. The Hebrews
occasion, he too experienced thedis physical body was fundamentallywriter continues: “For such an high
shame of sin (6:8; cf. 9:21). Perhapsio different from ours (John 1:14).priest became uswho is holy,
the most outstanding illustration of Though He possessed the strength toarmless, undefiled, separate from
this point is the life of King David, fast for forty days and forty nights, sinners, and made higher than the
whom God called “a man after mine*he was afterward an hungered’heavens...” (v. 26). Do you see the
own heart,” even though he was taMatthew 4:2). When upon the crossjmportance of the life of Christ, in that
later commit such heinous sins adde cried, “I thirst” (John 19:28). Jesusit was completely free of any iniquity?
adultery and murder (Acts 13:22; cf. 2was obviously a physical man whoOur salvation is not only contingent
Samuel 11). Now, let us consider ouexperienced all the difficulties that goupon our obedience to God, but the
lives. We are certainly not sinless, aralong with living in this fragile shell. sinless nature of His Son, our Savior
we? How long can we withstand The Hebrews writer noted thatand Redeemer.

temptation before we sin again? the Savior “was in all points tempted
Jesus claimed to live a perfectlylike aswe are, yewithout sin” (4:15). 4207 Veterans Memorial Dr.
righteous life in the sight of God. OnThe Hebrew word (choris) Adamsville, AL 35005

at least one occasion, to the Jewwhich is translated here “without,” is
standing around Him, He said of Hisused as a preposition that could also
Father, “...I do always those thingsmean, “beside” or “by itself.” When
that please him” (John 8:29). Did Heused as an adverb, the same word can
literally mean always? Is it possiblemean “separately or apart from”
that Jesus never thought any immora|Strong). The clear message here is
thoughts or took any sinful actionsthat Jesus of Nazareth, though
from the moment He was born untiltempted, kept Himself apart from sin.
He died on the cross? He was not corrupted by it, nor did He
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EARMARKS OF THE TRUE CHURCH
(Continued from November/December 2005)
Hugo McCord

The Holy Roman Catholic Alexander Campbell in Washington,should be saved,” instead of what
Church with a pope in charge of allPa., in 1804. He said that he did noLuke wrote, “were being saved”
churches cannot be traced back of 60éstablish any church. However, if heg(sozomenoys
A.D., when Boniface lll claimed to be did start a church, it was not What gives us living hope today
the universal bishop. His immediatepurchased with Jesus’ blood (Actsis that the same seed, the same word,
predecessor as bishop at Rome20:28), and its future will be the samethat produced Jesus’ church in
Gregory the Great, had condemned aas that of all other denominations:Jerusalem in A.D. 30 is just as
“anti-Christ” anyone claiming to be “Unless the Lord builds the house, itspowerful 2,000 years later and will be

the universal bishop. builders labor in vain” (Psalm 127:1,until Jesus returns. Sinners in thé'20
Similarly, the Lutheran Church, NIV. century, exactly like those in the first
founded by Martin Luther in Are we at a dead end? Is thereentury, can be “born again not of

Wittenburg, Germany, in 1517, onlyany way that people in the 20 seed which is perishable, but
has one earmark of Jesus’ church, thatentury can be sure they are in thémperishable, that is, through the
is, good and bad people in itschurch that Jesus built? Theliving and abiding word of God, “the
membership. Scriptures give us “all things thatword that “abides forever” (1 Peter
Likewise, all the other pertain to life and godliness” (2 Peterl:23-25).
denominations have earmarks numbet:3), and they let us know that there is ~ When the church does not exist
four, but lack the other four: another word besides the ekklegtze in either a locality or in a given period
The church of England, established bycalled out” people, that describesof time, its restoration is as simple as
Henry the VIII in London in 1534; the Jesus’ church, namely, “the kingdom”planting seed. Several years ago,
Presbyterian Church, established bycf. Matthew 16-18-19; Colossiansthere appeared in the National
John Knox, in Edinburgh, Scotland, in1:13; Revelation 1:9; 5:10). Geographic an account of some lotus
1556; the Baptist Church, established How does the word kingdom let seeds, which were found in an old
by John Smythe in Amsterdamus know that we can be sure we are idried-up Manchurian lakebed.
Holland; the Methodist Church Jesus’ church? Because the kingdonGarbon —f14 tests indicated they were
established by John Wesley inthe church, is reproduced by a “seed,imore than a millennium old. When
Epworth, England in 1739; thewhich, said Jesus, is “the word ofthe rock-like crust was filed away,
Mormon Church, established byGod” (Luke 8:11). The divine seed,they were placed upon some moist
Joseph Smith in Fayette County, N.Ythe word of God, germinated in thecotton in a culture dish and they
in 1812; the Seventh Day Adventisthearts of sinners to produce Jesusprouted! The article contained a
Church, established by William Miller church in Jerusalem on Pentecospicture of the Horticultural Gardens in
in 1830; the Church of Christ, Sunday, A.D. 30: “they that gladly our nation’s capital where today grow
Scientist, established by Mary Bakemreceived His word were baptized” andbeautiful lotus blossoms from those
Eddy in Boston in 1869; the Christian“the Lord added” them “to the seeds that slept a thousand years
Church, established by L.L. Pinkertonchurch” (Acts 2:41,47). Some (Hardeman Nichols, THE
in Midewya, Ky., In 1859; the manuscripts omit the word “church” SPIRITUAL SWORD, October, 1991,
Jehovah Witnesses, established b Acts 2:47, but they all have thatp. 19).
Charles T. Russell in Brooklyn, N.Y, word in Acts 5:11, a reference to the
in 1872. same saved people. The KJV has a Deceased 2004
Sometimes it is said that themistake in Acts 2:47, saying the Lord
church of Christ was established byadded to the church daily such as

VIGIL is published under the oversight of the elders of the Adamsville Church of Christ
Ronnie Hayes Editor, andAshley Kizer, Associate Editor.

You may go to our websiteww.acoc.orgto read and download archived issueVigil




SAVIOR
Chuck Webster

No one ever accomplished a...he addresses the need for everyomwery lamb in Judah would not
fraction of what Jesus did in Histo exhibit love and helps peopleforgive that one transgression
slightly more than three decades orhandle life’s difficulties (relationship (Hebrews 10:4). But when Jesus
Earth. In a world that had preciousissues, health problems, etc.). Thougbame, He did what the Law and its
little knowledge in the way of healing he claims to be a Christian whocorresponding sacrifices could not do.
the human body, Jesus cured ailmentspeaks from a biblical perspective, héAs a High Priest and sinless sacrifice
that still baffle the medical avoids two crucial issues: sin and théde “appeared to put away sin by the
establishment today . . . and He did saross. One question begs to be askedacrifice of himself” (Hebrews 9:26).
with a spoken word. He demonstratedHow could a ministry claim to be In that one selfless act He
His power over nature when HeChristian and avoid sin and its became our Savior, the One who
calmed the stormy sea (Mark 4:39)solution?It is not an overstatement toredeemed us from our sins. Paul
multiplied the loaves and fish suggest that sin is the overarchingvrote, “This is a faithful saying, and
(Matthew 14:15-21), and walked ontheme of the Bible. From Adam’s worthy of all acceptation, that Christ
water (Matthew 14:25). As He castchoice in the garden to the animallesus came into the world to save
Legion into the herd of swine, Hesacrifices of the Jewish economy tcsinners” (1 Timothy 1:15). When He
emphatically showed that the demonidhe sinless Lamb who offered Himselfcame out of the tomb Sunday morning
world was also subject to Him (Markas the ultimate blood sacrifice, theour “Saviour Jesus Christ
5:1-19). He gave a preview of Histheme of the Bible is humanity's sinabolished death and . . . brought life
eventual decisive victory over deathand God’'s plan to address it. Sinand immortality to light through the
when He spoke life into the decayingdrove man from the tree of life gospel” (2 Timothy 1:10).
body of His friend Lazarus (John 11).(Genesis 3:22-24), ushered death into  The primary problem for us
He was, quite clearly, a miraclethe world (Genesis 2:16-17; Romangoday has nothing to do with nuclear
worker. 5:12), and, most importantly, weapons or struggling economies. On

As impressive as those featsseparated him from God (Isaiah 59:1a more personal basis, though we
were, however, they fall far short of2). The “wages of sin is death,” Paulmight struggle with marriages,
explaining the reason the “Word waswrote (Romans 6:23), and Jesus camaterpersonal conflict, or poor health,
made flesh” (John 1:14). He did notto save us from this horrible destinynone of those is why we need Jesus
come to heal the sick or raise thglLuke 19:10). Our most pressingChrist. Our issue is that at some point
(physically) dead. He did not come toproblem is not how to deal with ain our lives we chose to violate the
help people with relationship disappointing marriage or get alongWord of God and follow our will
problems or merely make their liveswith an incorrigible employer. Life’'s instead of His. In short, we became
better. In fact, His primary purposemost vexing issue is not cancersinners.
was stated long before He everAIDS, or world hunger. Our problem But thankfully, because of the
performed His first recorded miracleis sin . . . it deceives us, distorts’kindness and love of God,” our
in Cana (John 2). While Christ was inreality, and ultimately damns thoseSavior appeared and saved us as we
His mother's womb, God'’s angel said,who practice it. If we treat the obeyed Him (Titus 3:4-5; 2
“And she shall bring forth a son, andsuperficial manifestation  while Thessalonians 1:8). Jesus Christ helps
thou shalt call his name JESUS, for hegnoring the underlying problem, we us with relationships. He helps us be
shall save his people from their sins"are not doing what God called us tdbetter husbands and wives. He helps
(Matthew 1:21). The name given todo. equip us to deal with life’s challenges.
Him at birth explains His entire Jesus Christ saves people from But those are peripheral to His main
purpose for giving up heaven’s glorysin. The answer to our greatestpurpose for being incarnated. He
for Earth’s struggles: He came to saveroblem does not lie with offering came to save us from our sins.
us from our sins (John 1:29). Thisblood sacrifices, keeping laws, or‘Thanks be wunto God for his
implies two important things: observing annual feasts. The Jewsnspeakable gift” (2 Corinthians

Sin is humanity’s greatest offered thousands of sacrifices on th&®:15)!
problem. Lately a prominent Day of Atonement, yet did not atone
“Christian” evangelist who “pastors” for a single sin. If a faithful Jew
a huge church has sold hundreds ducceeded in attending every feast and 3248 Lorna Rd.
thousands of books and attractedffering every sacrifice, and failed Hoover, AL 35216
multitudes to arenas where he hasnly once in reference to one law, he
spoken. His speeches are motivationdlad no recourse. The sacrifice of
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SHEPHERD
Kerry Richardson

In John 10:11, the inspired writer excerpt: The routine of the shepherd’sheep... so intimately that He knows
records the fact that Jesus boldlyduties appears to have been athe numbers of hair upon our heads

proclaimed, “I am the
shepherd.” In observing the context of
His words, it is important to realize
that Jesus proclaimed this message in
the presence of some of the Pharisees
(9:40). Earlier in chapter nine, the
Lord healed a blind man on the
Sabbath Day (9:14). After
interviewing the healed man in order
to find fault with Jesus’ actions, the
Pharisees “cast him outdfeither the
temple or synagoglie because he
defended Christ’s relationship to God
(9:30-33). After being cast out, the
text indicates Jesus found the rejected
man and verified His identity as the
Messiah (9:35-38) to hinrgsulted in
the man’s belief in Hijn Following
that conversation, an interesting
dialogue took place:
And Jesus said, For judgment | am
come into this world, that they
which see not might see; and that
they which see might be made
blind. And someof the Pharisees
which were with him heard these
words, and said unto him, Are we
blind also? Jesus said unto them,
If ye were blind, ye should have no
sin: but now ye say, We see;
therefore your sin remaineth. (John

good follows:

In the morning he led forth his
flock from the fold, which he did
by going before them and calling
to them, as is still usual in the East;
arrived at the pasturage, he
watched the flock with the
assistance of dogs, and should any
sheep stray, he had to search for it
until he found it; he supplied them
with water, either at a running
stream or at troughs attached to
wells; at evening he brought them
back to the fold, and reckoned
them to see that none were
missing, by passing them “under
the rod” as they entered the door of
the enclosure, checking each
sheep, as it passed, by a motion of
the hand; and, finally, he watched
the entrance of the fold throughout
the night, acting as porter. The
shepherd’s office thus required
great watchfulness, particularly by
night. It also required tenderness
toward the young and feeble,
particularly in driving them to and
from the pasturage. (William
Smith; revised and edited by F.N.
and M.A. Peloubet; Nashville:
Thomas Nelson; 1997).

While it is

likely that Christ

(Matthew 10:30) and our basic needs
(Matthew 6:32). In addition, Jesus
statedHe leads His sheefverses 3-
4). As was observed in the excerpt on
the subject of “shepherding,” a
primary responsibility of % century
shepherds was that of dalgadership
of his flock. Whether to food, drink,
rest, or safety, sheep were totally
dependant upon the leadership of their
shepherd. Similarly, the sheep within
the fold of God can completely rely
on Christ’s guidance (Ephesians 5:23-
24). Closely related with the idea of
leadership, Jesus also indicatéetd
provides for His sheefverse 9- “and
find pasture”). Those who follow
Christ find both physical and spiritual
provision (Matthew  6:33, 2
Corinthians 9:8, Philippians 4:19).
Finally, Jesus indicatetHe protects
His sheep (verses 12-18). When
danger approached, the loyal® 1
century shepherd protected sheep
within his fold, often putting himself
in harm’s way to do so (1 Samuel
17:34-35). As the loyal shepherd for
God'’s children, Jesus placed Himself
in harm’s way én our behalf by

exposed these Pharisees as “strangerd¢cepting God's mission for His
9:39-41). _ _ (10:5), “thieves and robbers” (Verseearthly existence (Philippians 2:5-8).
Immediately  following  this 8), and “hirelings” (verse 12), Christ AS a sheep in ancient Palestine,

exchange, Jesus transitioned int0 @ie5ry emphasized the fact that Hevhat flock of sheep would you have
discussion pertaining to the idea of, .5 the model keeper of the Eeerfhose”? A flock whose shepherd
“shepherding” probably because the 5.4 in doing so, four ideas supportdidn’t know his sheep and exhibited
Pharisees and scribes viewed theit,. | aason He could assert thi®0or leadership? One whose sheep
roles among the people as such..giatement “as fact” First He lacked nourishment and whose
spiritual shepherds The concept of . qimedHe knew His shee(a;erse shepherd would desert his flock in
“shepherding” is not a profession thatrl)4)_ The first century shepherd glimes of danger? | am confident that
is commonly observed in Americarespected figure in  society, waseach of us would have desired to be
today... therefore, there is difficulty intimately familiar with his sheep. In part of a flock whose shepherd didn't
in completely understanding the ideag, jor 1o successfully separate hi®0ssess these characteristics... rather,
Jesus presents regardingspeen from those of another fold oMve would desire the exact opposite in
“shepherding.” However, to a nativerecognize a shortage among hi& shepherd. Today, we have the
of Palestine listening to Him on thisnumber, a shepherd would LnowoPportunity to belong to a “flock”
occasion, the message of Christ WOUlgzvery sheep belonging to his folgwhose shepherd exemplifies these
have been clearly understood becausgeyeral sources indicate shepherddfaits.  Faithful  Christians  can
flocks of sheepdotted the landscape ;4 actually “name”  each proclaim, “The Lord is _my
around that region. To assist us with,4ividual sheep As the shepherd of Shepherd”... can you?

understanding, notice the following ;44 flock, Christ knows each 1710 Hwy. 69 Jasper, AL 35501
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Jesus Christ: The Ultimate Servant by Dale Hubbert ------------—-----emceceme e Continued from page 1

Service is the key to greatness20:27). “But it shall not be so amongkingdom and blessing others through
How many people are aware of thaou: but whosoever will be greatthat service?
concept? The church or person thaamong you, let him be your minister” Jesus Christ was the ultimate
wants to be great needs to give grediMatthew 20:26). “But ye shall not servant. His work pleased the Father,
dedication to serving. How do webe so: but he that is greatest amongrofited the multitudes, and left an
know this will work? The Bible tells you, let him be as the younger; and henmistakable example for all to
us so. that is chief, as he that doth servefollow. May it be our passion to
Listen as Jesus speaks: “And h€Luke 22:26). humbly and actively lead the life of a
sat down, and called the twelve, and The need for servants in theservant.
saith unto them, If any man desire tchome, church, and world is as great or
be first, the same shall be last of allgreater than ever. Many want to be
and servant of all” (Mark 9:35). “ And served but few seem to enjoy serving. 3206 Hudson St.
whosoever will be chief among you,What about me? What about you? Jasper, AL 35503
let him be your servant” (Matthew Am | busy serving in the Father’s

WORKS BY FRANKLIN CAMP AND BOBBY DUNCAN
Redemption Through the Bible, Preacher’s Class, Sermons on CD in MP3 foah

Redemption Through the Bibkea series of Bible studies through the entire Bible thatsivaed primarily af
the Adamsville congregation. The entire set is now available anadicedton a total of 44 CD’s in MR3
format. We now have available his Preacher’'s Class and Sermbad?reacher’s Class has a total of (12) and
his sermons are contained on (2) CD'’s also in the MP3 format. Each CD’s cost is $5.00 ghasdhaioping

We now have available five bookBhe Work of the Holy Spirit In Redemption ($14.95 study of the Book
of Colossians ($3.95), A study of the Book of Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and the Song ofdBqB3r05 A study
of the Book of Joh($3.95)by Franklin Camp, an@he Gift of the Holy Ghos{$4.95 by Bobby Duncan (Add
tax and postage.) You may order these books or CD’s by calling (20%6684or e-mailing Brother’s Inc. at
acofc@bellsouth.net(Please include your address and phone number.)




