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OUR RECORD Please worship with us at the following times: I h e VI S ItO r
CONTRIBUTION: 9/03/06  $7,638.26

SUNDAY
Bible Class 9:30AM The Church of Christ

Worship 10:30AM Adamsville Alabama 35005
BIBLE CLASS: 210 Worship 5:00 PM

TUESDAY (SeptemberMay) VOLUME XXXVI September 10, 2006 NUMBER 33
WORSHIP AM: 222 Bible Class 10:00AM

WORSHIP PM: 167 WEDNESDAY
khhkkkrkkxkkkhhhhkkrkkxx k& & %% Bible Class 7:00 PM

ATTENDANCE: 9/03/06

COUNT CONTRIBUTION FOR SEPTEMBER EVANGELISTS:
Ronnie Hayes (Minister) 648-4034

Shawn Sanford, Bob Battles, Ray Bearden (Cell Phone) 566-2171
Ashley Kizer (Associate) 798-7167
(Cell Phone)  706-3651
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SECRETARIES:
Janice KeyTracie Sanford, &
Christy Knight
Office Phone 674-5659
Those to serve 674-5678
E-Mail: acofc@bellsouth.net
Website: wwwacoc.org

ELDERS: &a code 205
Cecil Gilbert 648-5471
Don Giriffin 674-1312
Leon Jackson 674-7817
Eulan McCaleb 798-1727
Paul McCaleb 791-1757
Tommy Reid 798-2567
Ray Skelton 674-5332
ButchWallace 744-8930
GaryWeaver 674-9213
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DEACONS: &a code 205

Bob Battles 674-001

Ray Bearden 491-5245
Roland Crawford 648-8301
Barry Hyche 647-3629
Lewis Mobley 798-0694
Jimmy Rivers 491-0605
Nick Rouse 648-0629
Shane Sanford 648-4022
Shawn Sanford 648-1690
Tim Shadix 647-1690
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HOW CAN | LOVE MY NEIGHBOR IF HE IS MY ENEMY?
By: B.J. Clarke

The second of the two great commandmegiven by Jesus is that we should love our neighbor as we |

ourselves fatt. 22 39). Of course, it is easier to love my neighbor if my neighbor first loves me, but what if

neighbor, or boss, or fellow employee mistreane?What if my fellow man cart’ sand me, and makes it per

fectly clear that he courst me as his enemy? This is when the practice of love becomes a real challenge!
Jesus addressed this very issue in the Sermon on the Mount:

“Y e have heard that it hath been saidl'hou shalt love thy neighbour and hate thine enemyBut | say

which despitefully use you, and persecute yoi’hat ye may be the childen of your Father which is in heaven:
for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. H
if ye love them which love you, whateward have ye? Do not even the publicans the samifd if ye salute
your brethren only, what do ye moe than others? Do not even the publicans so? Be ye thtare perfect, even
as your Father which is in heaven is perfect(Matt. 5:43-48).

The first thing to notice from this text is that ouratdard for loving must not be based upon what othe
have said (what we have heard), but upon the teaching of the Son of God. The world advises us to ke

world’s rule for dealing with enemies could be summed up: “Do evil unto your enemies before they can d
unto you.”

agape This word is not the Greek word that conveys the concept of having a waiestain or feeling for my
brother or friend.Agapelove is loving someone not because | feel kike it but because it is the right thing to g
is the highest expression of love. It is personally sacrificial and selfless. Thus, if someone curses me | m4

| will do good to those who hate me, rather than seeking to repay evil for Bai(. 12:14, 17) Like Jesus did
upon the crossl{uke 23:24), | will pray for those who treat me despitefully

When | love my enemies | am showing myself to be a true child of the Heavenly Falihatt.(5:45).
Moreover when | love my enemies | am imating the spirit of my Father“for he maketh his sun to rise on the
evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjustatt. 5:45). Christian love sands head
and shoulders above the “love” the world is accustomed to showing. It is nbeulif to love those who love us
It is not all that difficult to have a civil relationship with those in our immediate peer groi\att. 5:46-47);

reaches out to all men, even our enem{dsatt. 5:48).
What kind of love should we show to our fellow man, whether he be friend or fog®od summary is
found in 1 Corinthians 13:4-7.

Love suffereth long, and is kind; love envieth not; love vaunteth not itself, is not ptéd up, doth not
behave itself unseemlyseeketh not its own, is not mvoked, taketh not account of evil; ejoiceth not in
unrighteousness, but ejoiceth with the truth; beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, end@th
all things” (1 Cor. 13:4-7,ASV).

The world desperately needs to see the love of Christ demonstrated by His followers. Thus, may

unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for thgm

Jesus, howeverteaches us to love our enemies. The word “love” in this text is from the Greek Words,gye Nursing Home- 30 7tht.SPleasant GrovaL

Mark Your Calendaf006
September 7 -----------omememeeeeeeee- Praise in the Park
September 14 --------m-mmmmmmmmm oo eeeee Keenagdknip

September 17 Christian Education Sunday

Speak@ecil May

MY Donna Myershas been very ill. She is at homgaye ~ September 17 - 3 - 6 grade devo hosted by the Bugh’
Tugglehas been very ill and also at honéar tha Wiley October 8-1 Gospel Meeting witMel Futr ell

is ill with a stomach infection. She is with her son and October 21 --- Family Fun Day @mnehill Sate Park
family at 7601 Sardis Grove LN, Gardendale, 35071.  November 10-1---------mmomnmmmmmmoaaaes Men's Retreat
Charles Webb remains at home recovering from a bro- December 31 Newears Eve Singing

ken pelvis.
T weiess

Kyle Clark (friend of the family ofTera Hardin) is 12
years old and has cancer
Jim Reyna in McLean,TX. _
Y Thank you so very much for your donation toilme Reyna
Medical Fund.Jim Reynahas been preaching at McLean
Texas for approximately 8 years and has done a very excel-

REMEMBER OUR SHUT-INS
lent job. He is now very ill and has no insurance. He as

Gertrude Blackwell- room 1.8 Self NursingHome, 131
S East Crest Rd. HueytowAL 35023.Theola Brown liver disease as aresult of becoming infected with Hepatits
C while a missionary in Columbia. He will need a liver

PP 95 10thAve. SWGraysville AL 35073. Ruby Early-

SICK
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or

enemies at a diahce, or worse, to do whatever @kies to bring them down before they bring us down. Tle room 321 Gardendale Nursing Home, 420 Dean Driveransplant within the next year or so. If you would like to

help with this fund you may mail your contribution to this
address. Jim Reyna Medical Fund, C/O Bank of Commerce,
PO Box 29, McLeanTexas 769057

eV ardendaleAL 35071. Sam Gibbs- 1209 Skyline Dr
Birmingham, AL 35214. Jewell Martin- Pleasant

35127. Ruth Parsons- 5300 Hazelwood Rd.,
0. ltAgamsville AL 35005.Annette Roddy--1035 Cherry
4 f@ﬁ}e.AdamsvilleAL 35005.Ginger Shadix room 213

Thanks to the Sunshine Girls
FromPat Graham andBillie Jones

like cursing them right back. But love compels me to act better than | feel. Hence, | will bless those who curde Mg4,dendale Nursing Home, 420 Dean, Qrardendale

AL 35071.BeatriceTruett- 5416 Cruce RdAdamasville,
35005.

SYMPATHY - CHANEGE YOUR ADDRESS

Our deepest sympathy goes out to the friends and family of Barbara Cobb has moved to 316 Crista Circle,
Louise Henson She was the beloved sistelSafra Mor- Gardendale. Please change in your directory

however perfect love, i.e., love patternedterf the attitude and actions of our Father in heaven, is a love thiat gan.

MISSION TRIP Visitation Teamswill begin meeting on September 10
Tim Skelton is on a MissiorTrip to Romania. He will for Team 1, September 17 féeam 2, September 24 for

return on SaturdaySeptember 9th. Please remember hifff@m 3 and October 1 foeam 4. It is not to late to be-
and this work in your prayers. come a member of a teafhis is a great work in which to

be involved.

CENTURION OF SCRIPTURES Praise in the Park: Please make plans to come to

We?ga}rting _September 1ch and cqntinuing through Noveﬁnéckwell Park onrhursday September 7th at 7:00 PM.
we will do "Centurion of Scriptures” each Sunday I'(Fase bring fried chicken and fixin&u will be blessed

imitate the love of God and show it to all mankind, yes, even our enemies!
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terngon at 4.00 PM.- Come say ypur verses at this t'%?freachlng out to our community and the fellowship one
Copies of verses are on the table in the foyer with another



