OUR RECORD

ATTENDANCE:

BIBLE CLASS:

WORSHIP AM:

WORSHIP PM

CONTRIBUTION:

1/18/2009
178
216
166

$7,715.97
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Count Contribution for January
Shawn Sanford, Barry Hyche, Jimmy Rivers
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Please worship with us at the following times:

SUNDAY

Bible Class  9:30 AM  Worship 10:30 AM
Worship  5:00 PM

TUESDAY (September-May)

Bible Class

WEDNESDAY

Bible Class

10:00 AM

7:00 PM

EVANGELISTS: Cell Home

Ronnie Hayes 205-566-2171 648-4034
Minister
Chance Hicks 205-471-9422

Associate/Youth Minister

(AREA CODE 205)
SECRETARIES: Home
Janice Key 674-1619
Tracie Sanford 648-1690
Ann Kilgore 647-0953
Office 674-5659
Fax 674-5678
Line Up Line 674-4530
E-Mail: acofc@bellsouth.net
Website: www.acoc.org

ELDERS: Cell Home

Cecil Gilbert 516-4181 648-5471
Don Griffin 529-5546 674-1312
Leon Jackson 602-3465 674-7817
Eulan McCaleb 915-8673 798-1727
Paul McCaleb 915-8356 791-1757
Tommy Reid 798-2567
Ray Skelton 674-5332
Gary Weaver 674-9213

903-8483
542-5617

DEACONS:
Bob Battles

Ray Bearden
Roland Crawford
Barry Hyche
Lewis Mobley
Nick Rouse
Jimmy Rivers
Shane Sanford
Shawn Sanford

674-0011
491-5245
648-8301
647-3629
798-0694
648-0629
491-0605
648-4022
648-1690
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Visit our website: www.acoc.org or email us at acofc@bellsouth.net
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For All His Blessings

<

For all His countless blessings
And all His gifts of love,

I owe all things that I possess
To God, the Lord above.

For hope and inner courage
When failure came my way,
And new found faith to carry on
To face another day.

He made my life far brighter
When it seemed so in vain,
He led me on to greater heights
I strove and sought to gain.

—Harold F. Mohn




The Psychology of Man
Brad Harrub, Ph.D.

As medical dictionaries grow with newly recognized syndromes and diseases, our society routinely turns to science for an
explanation. Individuals want to know what causes certain behaviors, and how we can protect ourselves from becoming the
next medical statistic. Researchers have upheld their end of the bargain, and have supplied society with new theories
regarding the health, personalities, learning, perception, and motivation of humans. Aside from maybe common laboratory
rodents, human beings are the most studied and analyzed creature on this planet. Psychology departments all across America
have experienced a surge of enrollment, as students seek to study human behavior and development. However, this sudden
wave of interest in the “psychology of man” has left horrible consequences in its wake. As our desire for knowledge has
increased, the words of Almighty God have, for many people, have become empty words that no longer hold any value. We
have forgotten that “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom” (Psalm 111:10). Instead, freshman psychology classes
are filled with young minds that learn the theories of Freud and Pavlov.

In an effort to learn the psychology of man, these young people are memorizing the pages of textbooks written by highly
acclaimed scholars in the field—experts in this discipline that claims to hold the answers of why men act the way they do.
I would suggest, however, that if people truly desired to learn about the thoughts and intentions of men, they should meditate
and study the Bible. What better author to tell us about the mind and how it works than the One that created it in the first
place. The Old Testament is replete with examples of the actions and thoughts of men. However, the Bible is now the object
of ridicule and scorn, as men set new parameters for what they consider true “wisdom.”

In an effort to teach and pass along the latest knowledge about the psychology of man, a new discipline now is being
taught in many universities—a discipline formed specifically to combat the notion of God. When college freshman peruse
course catalogs, they now find courses such as evolutionary psychology or sociobiology. Regardless of the name used to
describe the class, the goal is still the same—to explain human behavior in Darwinian/evolutionary terms and remove any
biblical implications. College students now sit at the feet of professors who attempt to address—using evolutionary presup-
positions—why humans rape, murder, and commit adultery.

On March 16,2001, a biology professor of the University of New Mexico, Randy Thornhill, delivered a lecture at Simon
Fraser University at Harbour Centre in Vancouver. His transcript stated that “rape is evolutionary, biological, and natural.”
He further argued that “rape itself is an adaptation, a product of direct selection for rape in the past. Our male ancestors
became ancestors in part because they conditionally used rape” (Thornhill, 2001). In his new book, 4 Natural History of
Rape (coauthored by Craig T. Palmer), Thornhill characterized rape as an “adaptive reproductive strategy.” The authors
contend that rape is a sexual act that has its origins in what could be called the “Darwinist imperative”—i.e., the desire to
reproduce and pass on one’s genes.

This newfound “wisdom” regarding man and his ancestry has also been used to explain away the hideous actions of
murder. In a now-famous (or infamous) article in the New York Times Magazine, MIT professor of psychology Steven Pinker
argued that society should not treat mothers who kill their newborn children the same way it treats those who kill older
children and adults. That’s because, in Pinker’s estimation, women who murder their newborn babies may not be mad or
evil, but unconsciously obeying primeval instincts to sacrifice their children for the good of the tribe (1997). Charles Darwin
declared: “There is no fundamental difference between man and the higher mammals in their mental faculties” (Darwin,
1898). And so now professors expound that murder, rape, and adultery are “natural responses” to our ancient evolutionary
heritage.

Have we forgotten how to reason? If we allow these ludicrous seeds to be planted in the hearts of men, then responsibil-
ity for every abominable act will soon fall to our alleged animal ancestry. According to this new line of thinking, the
psychology of man can only be understood by looking to the animal kingdom——for it is there, according to evolutionists,
that we have acquired all of our traits. A lion is not plagued by guilt after killing a gazelle’s infant offspring for its noon
meal. A dog does not experience remorse after stealing a bone from one of its peers. Without God there is no moral right or
wrong. The psalmist penned these words: “The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt, they have done
abominable works, there is none that doeth good” (Psalm 14:1).

Should we seek wisdom? Most assuredly—but wisdom from God, not this foolish and pathetic composition of theories
proposed by men. James told us: “if any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God” (James 1:5). “Wisdom is before him that
hath understanding; but the eyes of a fool are in the ends of the earth” (Proverbs 17:24). Our knowledge and understanding
of the psychology of man should come from God, Who has set forth what is right and wrong. God Himself is the unchang-
ing standard of moral law. His perfectly holy nature is the ground or basis upon which “right” and “wrong,” “good” and
“evil” are determined. Neither evolution-based psychology nor humanistic based psychology can explain the true nature of
man. Only God’s word can do that.

Remember in Prayer
Thelma Hudson, Ron Hudson’s mom, is at UAB west
in room 435.

Undergoing Cancer Treatments:
Barbara Cobb, Rebecca Dawes and Jessica Ingle

Those with Long Term Needs
Maude Bell, Theola Brown, David Burford, Buddy
Dunn, Mary Guy, Sara Morgan, Jimmy Russell,
Glenda Terry, Charles Webb, Martha Wiley, and
Ramona Yeilding

Shut In
Gertrude Blackwell, Ruby Glidewell, Thelma
Hudson, Vurvel Jones, Earl Martin, Ruth Parsons,
Annette Roddy, Bernice Snow, Ginger Shadix

Military _
Please remember the following who are currently serv-
ing for our country: Tyler Burger, Mark Davis &

Chris Ham.

Zach Cash was baptized into our Lord on Sunday

night. We rejoice and congratulate our newest brother in

Christ. We are thankful for his decision.

Y outh Activities

There are sign-up sheets in the foyer for those who are
interested in hosting a youth devo this year.

We will have an all age youth devo following the
evening service on Sunday, January 25, 2009. Please
bring finger foods.

After the devo, we plan to have a short meeting with
those who are interested in teaching or helping with
our VBS.

Creation Sunday
On Sunday, February 8, 2009 we will have Creation
Sunday. All lessons will be centered around the
Creation and to focus on disputing the untruths of
Charles Darwin’s Evolution Theory. All Classes will
be in the auditorium. Ashley will teach the morning
class. Ronnie will speak at the worship hour and
Chance will speak at the 5:00 PM worship. Please
continue to make your plans to be here to worship and
learn more from God’s Holy Word.

Mark Your Calendar/2009

Jan. 23-24 -- Soldiers of Christ retreat
Jan. 25 -- All age devo

VBS meeting

Jan. 30-31 -- Ladies’ Retreat

Feb. 8 -- Creation Sunday

Feb. 12 -- Valentine Banquet

Feb. 15-17 -- Singing School with
Director: Burt Jones

Mar. 15 -- Area Wide Devo @ Adamsville
Apr. 10-11 -- Lads/Leaders Nashville
Apr. 25 -- Ladies’ Day with

Cindy Colley

June 7-10 -- Gospel Meeting: Ken Tyler
Oct. 11-14 -- Gospel Meeting:

Curtis A. Cates

Oct. 17 -- Family Fun Day @ Tannehill
Dec. 31 -- New Year’s Eve Singing

Visitation Team Meeting
Visitation Team #4 which includes their Captain,
Stentsen & Erin Ellenburg and members: Eulan &
Robbie McCaleb, Paul, Alberta, & Hunter McCaleb,
Alan, Michelle & Sarah McCaleb, Nathan & Crystal
Harr, Marcelle Yeilding, Becky & Caleb Kersh, Tera
& Robby Harden, Brian & Ivy Wolfe, Gloria Wolfe,
Pat Graham, Linda Graham, Nick & Jennifer Rouse,
Billy & Betty Cash, Chad & Teale Yeilding, Mark &
Shanna Griffin and Finley Tuggle will meet Sunday
after the morning service. Visitors will be invited as an
honored guest to share this meal with Team #4. This is
a great opportunity to work in God’s Kingdom. Con-
tinue to make your plans to prepare food and enjoy this
time of fellowship.

Ladies’ Activities

Please see the sign up sheet in the foyer for our Retreat
on January 30 - 31, 2009. This is always a great time
for fellowship, growing closer to God and together in
His family. Money is due for the retreat.

Elder’s / Deacons Meeting

Attention: Elders, Deacons, Ministers

Sunday, January 25, 2009

At 2:00 PM the elders and ministers will meet in the
elder’s office. At 3:30 PM the elders, ministers, dea-
cons, male members will meet in the large classroom at
the rear of the auditorium. All male members are
encouraged to attend. Eulan McCaleb will be the
chairman of these meetings.



