“Be sober, be vigilant, because your adversary
the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about,

seeking whom he may devour.”
~ I Peter 5:8
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Exceeding Great and Precious Promises
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“He hath granted unto us hismade for Christians. The promisesonce we know Jesus Christ, every
precious and exceeding (greatre made possible by the all-sufficientime we meet a promise which begins
promises; that through these ye mayprovisions. "Three facts determinewith the word 'Whosoever,' we can
become partakers of the divinethe worth of promises—the value of thdmmediately say to ourselves, That
nature” (2 Peter 1:4). “Jonathan Swiftthing promised; the character of themeans me™ (Barclay 351). Fourth,
stated: ‘Promises and Pie-Crusts arpromiser; and the conditions attachedhey allow one to partake of the
made to be broken™ (Ramsey 3).to it” (Spence and Exell 25). Thedivine nature. "The change from the
God cannot lie (Hebrews 6:18;value of the things promised by Godfirst person plural to the second is
Numbers 23:19; Titus 1:2) and iscannot be estimated because they asasy enough both in Greek and
faithful (Psalm 36:5; 1 Corinthians beyond human ability to estimate.English ... We have a similar change
1:9; 2 Corinthians 1:18; 1 Peter 4:19).The character of the promiser isin 1 Peter i. 3,4; ii. 21,24" (Ellicott
Because of the faithfulness of God taevealed in the Bible and in the work3:444). "Partakers" is frorkoinonoi,
keep His promises, “C. H. Spurgeonof God in creation. There is no higher'an adjective, signifying having in
said, ‘We should take a promise fromcharacter and every one of Hiscommon . . . is used as a noun,
the Bible, lay it like a check on thepromises is tied to this character. Thelenoting a . . . partaker” (Vine 3:161).
counter of the bank of Heaven ancconditions attached to the promiseshis conveys “the idea of growth”
then come away with the cash™require that one participate in the plar(Vincent 1:678). One becomes a
(Cordle). in order to appropriate the promisespartaker of the Divine Nature through

The promises of God arePeter explainghe character of the obedience to the Gospel. Fifth, they
exceeding great and precious. Thepromisesin clear terms. First, they help one avoid the corruption in the
are such because of the faithfulness dre precious (timios). "Timios, from world. "Having escaped" is an aorist
God. It is through these promises thatime, honour, price, signifies . (b)in  participle "used of coincident action.
one may become a partaker of théhe metaphorical sense, held inMoral emancipation is part of the
divine nature. Since God is faithfulhonour, esteemed, very dear . . . koinonia theias phuseosThe idea of
and His promises exceeding great anfVine 2:38; 1:275). They are like participation in the Divine Nature is
precious, we may take comfort in thisproved faith (1 Peter 1:7). They areset between the two pictures, one of
knowledge and enrich our lives as wdike the blood of the Christ (1 Peterhope . . . the other of despair" (Nicoll

grow in faithfulness. 1:19). Second, they arexceeding 5:126). The fact they escaped
GOD’S PRECIOUS AND great. The word, ". . megistosthe reminds us that sin enslaves (John
EXCEEDING GREAT PROMISES superlative ofmegas. . . ” (Vine 8:34). "Corruption” is fronphthoras
(2 PETER 1:4) 2:175), shows degree and intensity'connected witlphtheiro. . . signifies

Jesus granted precious and exfhird, they arecertain. This is true a bringing or being brought into an
ceeding great promises to encouragbecause God is behind them (Hebrewmferior or worse condition .
use of the provisions which have beeri0:23). "It has been put this way— Continued on page 41
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God’s Promises Are Sure!
Ronnie Hayes

promise. Even so, sometimes eventBeter proclaimed that what was taking
that we cannot control happen and ouplace was God’s promise. Peter said,

Webster's Dictionary defines a Promise goes unfulfilled. Not so with “But this is that which was spoken by
promise as “a declaration that one willGod! the prophet Joel” (Acts 2:16). After
do or refrain from doing something God’s promises are sure andhe conversion of about 3,000 (Acts
specified” (921). The promises ofproven by fulfillment. Someone 2:41), they were added to the church.
God have many characteristics. Petegould ask, “How am | to know that “...praising God, and having favour
says, “Whereby are given unto usGod's promises are sure?” There is avith all the people. And the Lord
exceeding great and precioussimple test prescribed by God. Alladded to the church daily such as
promises: that by these ye might b&/ou have to do is wait to see if whatshould be saved” (Acts 2:47). Once
partakers of the divine nature, having®n€ prophesies or promises comes tagain the promises of God are proven
escaped the corruption that is in thdass. |If it doesn’t, the prophet issure by their fulfillment.
world through lust” (2 Peter 1:4). proven false. “But the prophet, which  The sureness of God’s promises
There is no doubt that the promises o$hall presume to speak a word in myrovide hope for God's children
God are great and precious. Thd&ame, which | have not commandeddne’s hope, and faith should not be
promises of God are also surehimto speak, orthat shall speak in théased on some emotional feeling but
“Blessed be the LORD, that hathname of other gods, even that prophaipon substance. The writer of
given rest unto his people Israelshall die. And if thou say in thine Hebrews states, “Now faith is the
according to all that he promised:heart, How shall we know the wordsubstance of things hoped for, the
there hath not failed one word of all Which the LORD hath not spoken?evidence of things not seen”
his good promise which he promised When a prophet speaketh in the namgHebrews 11:1). Because there is
by the hand of Moses his servant” (10f the LORD, if the thing follow not, evidence for one’s hope, we can place
Kings 8:56). God promised the landnor come to pass, that is the thingonfidence in God’s promises. Just as
of Canaan to His children and hewhich the LORD hath not spoken, butShadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
fulfilled His promise. “And the the prophet hath spoken itsaid, “...our God whom we serve is
LORD gave unto Israel all the land Presumptuously: thou shalt not beable...” (Daniel 3:17). All can have
which he swareto give unto their afraid of him” (Deuteronomy 18:20- confidence in God! This confidence
fathers; and they possessed it, and2 ). in God’s promises will give us
dwelt therein” (Joshua 21:43). If God promised a Messiah.assurance in our conversion. Paul
God promises it, it will be done! “Therefore the Lord himself shall give said to Timothy, “...for I know whom
Let's look at what can be learned fromyou a sign; Behold, a virgin shalll have believed, and am persuaded
the fact that God’s promises are sure.conceive, and bear a son, and shathat he is able to keep that which |

The fact that God’s promises arecall his name Immanuel”  (Isaiahhave committed unto him against that
sure proclaims God's nature The 7:14). Was God faithful to His day” (2 Timothy 1:12). Our
writer of Hebrews wrote, “Wherein promise? Of course He was! “Andconversion is safe in God! God's
God, willing more abundantly to showshe shall bring forth a son, and thoypromises are sure, in that we can be
unto the heirs of promise theshalt call his name JESUS: for heconfident. This confidence will cause
immutability of his  counsel, shall save his people from their sinsus to trust in our conversion.
confirmed it by an oath: That by two Now all this was done, that it might beTherefore causing us to preserve our
immutable things, in which it was fulfilled which was spoken of the commitment. Because God’s
impossible for God to lie, we might Lord by the prophet, saying, Behold,promises are sure, I'm not going
have a strong consolation, who havé virgin shall be with child, and shall anywhere! Paul wrote, “I have fought
fled for refuge to lay hold upon thebring forth a son, and they shall calla good fight, | have finished my
hope set before us” (Hebrewshis name Emmanuel, which beingcourse, | have kept the faith:
6:17,18). Robert Milligan wrote in interpreted is, God with us” (Matthew Henceforth there is laid up for me a
his commentary omdebrews “Every 1:21-23). God also promised thecrown of righteousness” (2 Timothy
promise of God is, like himself, church (cf. Isaiah 2:2,3; Joel 2:28-32:4:7-8). God’s promises should assure
absolutely unchangeable” (233).Micah 4:1,2; Matthew 16:13-20). we stay the course.
Man will give his word and do Acts 2 is the fulfillment of that

everything in his power to honor hispromise. On that day of Pentecost,
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Some Promises Are False (2 Peter 2:19)

Sam Willcut

The subject of promises is ahumanity (cf. Genesis 3:15), and thénave grace.” Others will make
subject that offers assurance to th&lew Testament is an announcemendeclarations of the promise of liberty
student of the word of God (Hebrewsof the fulfilment of those promises, without  worrying  about  the
13:5-6). Christians base worship,with instructions to appropriate thecommands of the New Testament,
service, allegiance and obedience toecessary provisions. Satan habecause we should not be concerned
God upon his promises with anattempted to thwart every promiseabout law. Nevertheless, one will
attitude of trusting faith. In fact, we God has made, yet come up shomever find liberty apart from law!
base our agreement in the neweverytime. Without any law, anarchy and chaos
covenant wupon certain promises. However, not everyone is as Godwould reign supreme, not freedom
Some think that they can be selectivésome who make promises do not (oand liberty.
in what they want. However, to entercannot) fulfill them. Thus, some This is one of the greatest tools of
into covenant with God shows, on ongromises are false. In speaking a gre&8atan—he makes promises that he
hand, that God obligates himself todeal of false teachers, Petercannot keep. For example, he will
fulfill all of his promises and do all he characterizes them as ones who makencourage the sinner through his
says. On the other hand, we are tempty promises (2 Peter 2:19). Hdemptations to say, “Well, | know
accept all that the Lord has set forth irbegins by describing them asvélls what | need to do to become a
his word. We must remember that. lwithout watet (2 Peter 2:17), Christian, but | am just not ready to tie
am afraid that sometimes when peopldlustrating that as one who is thirstymyself down with Christianity. | am
obey the gospel, they do notand aspires for the promise of watenot ready to become a servant of Jesus
consciously accept the gospel bywithin, they are dry—they disappoint Christ, because | am enjoying my
agreeing and entering into a covenarand do not deliver. In addition, Peterfreedom.” In such cases, one may
relationship to the Lord with a describes their false promises ashink that he has liberty in the world,
promise to do all of the things that the'clouds that promise needed rain for but the truth is that he is not free at all
New Testament teaches. crops, but instead of delivering such gJohn 8:34; Romans 6:16; 2 Peter

One beautiful trait of our blessing, they just move along with “ 2:19). He is a servantdéulos—bond
Almighty God is that he always keepstempest (2 Peter 2:17). In other slave) of corruption. Therefore, if one
his promises (cf. Joshua 22:4)words, they cannot deliver what theyis not serving God, then he is serving
Therefore, the apostle Paul said, “Goghromise. Nevertheless, to allureSatan (cf. Matthew 6:24). Thus, even
is faithful” (1 Corinthians 1:9). He is careless people into their deceptionpeople of the world walk in the steps
omniscient enough to remember whaPeter states that they use “greadf their master, Satan, and make false
he promised, powerful enough to doswelling words of vanity” by utilizing promises, which they cannot deliver.
what he promised and gracious'the lusts of the flesh” (2 Peter 2:18). This is why we must always be
enough to fulfill what he promised. Now, consider this false watchful and careful (cf. Matthew
Our God is not as man—he hagromise—the promise of liberty.” 7:15-19).
integrity, because he cannot lie (Titusvet, Peter remarks, “...They  While some may offer false
1:2). When God made -certainthemselves are the servants opromises, God will not. God has
promises to Abraham, he fulfilled corruption.” How many times have promised to take care of our needs—
them all (cf. Galatians 3:6-4:31).we seen this in our day? One mayhysically, emotionally and
When God promised to deliver thedeclare to another, “Do you mean thaspiritually. Therefore, when God
firstborn of the Israelites through theyour preacher preaches against sin@romises something to the church, we
Passover sacrifice, he kept hisDo you mean that he preaches againsio not need to despair.
promise (Exodus 12). When Goddancing? Do you mean that he
promised to return a remnant frompreaches against the sin of wearing
captivity after seventy years (Jeremiaimmodest apparel? Are you telling me PO Box 127
25:11; 29:10), he did so. When hethat he preaches against social Munford, TN 38058
promised to send the Messiah, he didrinking? Why do you continue to
so (Acts 2:36). In fact, the entire Oldworship there? Come and worship
Testament hinges on certain promisewith us, because we have liberty. We
of redemption that God has made talo not worry about sin, because we
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In John 14:6 Jesus speaks of himselfl1.
as “the truth,” but in John 17:17 of
scripture as being the embodiment of all
religious truth: “thy word is truth.”
Both the Old Testament and the New12.
Testament make up “the word of truth”
(Psalm 119:43; 2 Corinthians 76:7;
Ephesians 1:13; Colossians 1:5; 2

Timothy 2:15; James 1:18).

13.

“What God has said isn't only alive
and active! It is sharper than any double-
edged sword. His word can cut through
our spirits and souls and through ourl4.
joints and marrow, until it discovers the
desires and thoughts of our hearts”
(Hebrews 4:12, CEV).

Precious and meaningful

is the 15.

thought that God'’s word is able to:

1.

10.

put faith in our hearts: “faith
comes from hearing ...the
word” (Romans 10:17, NIV).
sanctify us: “Sanctify them
through thy truth, thy word is
truth” (John 17:17 KJV).
convert us: “The law of the
Lord is perfect, converting the
soul”) Psalm 19:7, KJV).

save our souls: “the word... is
able to save your souls” (James18.
1:18, NIV).

cause the new birth: He chose
to give us birth through the
word” (James 1:18, NIV).

cause the newborn to grow:
“like newborn babes, long for
the pure milk of the word that
by it you may grow” (1 Peter 20.
2:2, NASV).

live in us: “you are strong, and
the word of God lives in you” (1 21.
John 2:14, NIV).

work in us: “the word of God,
which is at work in you” (1
Thessalonians 2:13, NIV).

guide us: “You guide me with 22.
your counsel” (Psalm 73:24,
NIV).

lead us: “O send out your light
and your truth; let them lead
me” (Psalm 43:3, NRSV).

16.

17.

19.

Thy Word Is Truth

Hugo McCord

keep us from sin: “l have 23.
hidden your word in my heart
that | might not sin against you”
(Psalm 119:11, NIV).

keep us pure: “How can a
young man keep is way pure? 24.
By living according to your
word:” (Psalm 119:9, NIV).

give us wisdom: “the testimony

of the Lord is sure, making wise

the simple” (Psalm 19:7,
NRSV). 25.
give us understanding: “l gain
understanding from  your
precepts” (Psalm  119:105,
NIV).

light our path: “Your word is a
lamp unto my feet and light for

my path” (Psalm 119:105, 26.
NIV).

revive us: “Thy word has
revived me” (Psalm 119:50, 27.
NASV).

give us nourishment: “lt is
written: Man does not live on 28.
bread along, but on every word
that comes from the mouth of
God” (Matthew 4:4, NIV).

induce reverence: “Establish thy 29.
word to thy servant, as that
which produces reverence for
Thee” (Psalm 119:38, NASV).

counsels us: “Your statutes are30.

my delight; they are my
counselors” (Psalm 119:24,
NIV).

warns us: “By the ordinance of
the Lord is your servant

warned” (Psalm 19(, 11, NIV).
restrict us to the written word:
“so that you may learn from us
the meaning to the saying, “Do
not go beyond what is written”
(1 Corinthians 4:6, NIV).

give us insight: “ | have more
insight then all my teachers, for

Thy testimonies are my
meditation” (Psalm 119:99,
NASV).
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help us when we are afflicted:
“If your law had not been my
delight, | would have perished
in my affliction” Psalm 19:9,11,
NIV).

strengthen us: “Finally, be
strong in the Lord and in His
might power... Take.. The
sword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God” (Ephesians
6:10m, 17, NIV).

supply all our needs: “His
divine power has given us
everything we need for life and
godliness through our
knowledge of him who called us
by his own glory and goodness
(2 Peter 1:3, NIV).

bring peace to us: “Great peace
have they that love thy law
(Psalm 119:165, ASV).

bring peace to us: “Great peace
have they that love thy law
(Psalm 119:165, ASV).

put joy in our hearts: “The
precepts of Jehovah are right,
rejoicing the heart” (Psalm 19:8,
ASV).

bring comfort in the hour of
death: "Therefore comfort one
another with these words”
(1Thessalonians 4:18, NASV).
give hope: “remember your
word to your servant, in which
you have made me to hope”
(Psalm 119:49, NRSV).
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Grounded In Christ

Jerry L. Martin

We have so many promises froml6:25-27). We can count on thecorrection, for instruction in
God that are wonderful reminders thapromises of God because He is trueighteousness: That the man of God
He loves us and will never forsake usand trustworthy. may be perfect, thoroughly furnished
His promises are an expression of His Our confidence in what God hasunto all good works” (2 Timothy
love toward us and the anchor for oupromised in Christ grounds us. “For3:16-17). It is the Spirit revealed and
souls that ground us firmly in Christ. all the promises of God in him arefilled Word of God that has the power
Paul puts it this way, “For all the yea, and in him Amen, unto the gloryto prick our hearts, mold our lives,
promises of God in him are yea, andf God by us” (2 Corinthians 1:20). direct our steps and protect our souls.
in him Amen, unto the glory of God God planned before the foundation ofFor the word of God is quick, and
by us. Now he which stablisheth ushe earth to provide all spiritual powerful, and sharper than any two
with you in Christ, and hath anointedblessings through and in His Sonedged sword, piercing even to the
us, is God (2 Corinthians 1:20-21).“Blessed be the God and Father of oudividing asunder of soul and spirit,
The word “stablisheth” in the King Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessednd of the joints and marrow, and is a
James Version is translated in otheus with all spiritual blessings in discerner of the thoughts and intents
versions as “grounded” and carries théeavenly places in Christ: Accordingof the heart” (Hebrews 4:12; Romans
meaning “firm or stedfast.” Every as he hath chosen us in him before th&16; Psalm 119:105; 11; Ephesians
promise we have of God is firm, sure foundation of the world, that we 6:17). When we follow the teachings
and unmovable. Paul points out in theshould be holy and without blameof the Spirit we are truly grounded in
context under consideration somebefore himin love” (Ephesians 1:3-4).Christ (1 Peter 1:22-25).
reasons for us to be grounded irHe has removed us from contaminants God has provided us with all that
Christ. of the world and has placed us in thave will ever need to sustain us in this

Our confidence in God and Hisredemptive protection of His Son.life and prepare us for eternal life. The
promises grounds us. God, as oufWho hath delivered us from the apostle Peter reassured us with these
creator, spoke everything intopower of darkness, and hath translatediords: “Simon Peter, a servant and an
existence and He sustains His creations into the kingdom of his dear Sonapostle of Jesus Christ, to them that
with the word of His power. He is true In whom we have redemption throughhave obtained like precious faith with
and faithful in every thing. “But as his blood, even the forgiveness ofus through the righteousness of God
God is true, our word toward you wassins: (Colossians 1:13-14). Pauland our Saviour Jesus Christ: Grace
not yea and nay” (2 Corinthians 1:18)reminded Timothy that it is in Christ and peace be multiplied unto you
Paul reminded Titus that God'sthat we have the promised assurancirough the knowledge of God, and of
promises to us can be counted owf salvation. “Remember that Jesuslesus our Lord, According as his
because God can be counted orChrist of the seed of David was raisedlivine power hath given unto us all
“Paul, a servant of God, and anfrom the dead according to my gospelthings that pertain unto life and
apostle of Jesus Christ, according t&Wherein | suffer trouble, as an evilgodliness, through the knowledge of
the faith of God's elect, and thedoer, even unto bonds; but the wordim that hath called us to glory and
acknowledging of the truth which isof God is not bound. Therefore lvirtue: Whereby are given unto us
after godliness; In hope of eternal life,endure all things for the elect's sakesexceeding great and  precious
which God, that cannot lie, promisedthat they may also obtain the salvatiopromises: that by these ye might be
before the world began” (Titus 1:1-which is in Christ Jesus with eternalpartakers of the divine nature, having
2). In like manner He reminded theglory” (2 Timothy 2:8-10). Our escaped the corruption that is in the
Roman Christians, “Now to him that confidence in what God has promisedvorld through lust” (2Peter 1:1-4). It
is of power to stablish you accordingand confirmed through the Spiritis only in Christ that we can ground
to my gospel, and the preaching ofgrounds us. “Who hath also sealed uyur faith and realize our hope. “If ye
Jesus Christ, according to theand given the earnest of the Spirit incontinue in the faith grounded and
revelation of the mystery, which wasour hearts” (2 Corinthians 1:22). settled, and be not moved away from
kept secret since the world began, But God has not left us to wonder whatthe hope of the gospel, which ye have
now is made manifest, and by theHis will for our life is. He revealed heard, and which was preached to
scriptures of the prophets, accordingiot only His promises to us but hasevery creature which is under heaven;
to the commandment of thegiven us the instructions necessary fowhereof | Paul am made a minister”.
everlasting God, made known to allus to appropriate the benefits of thos¢Colossians 1:22, 23).
nations for the obedience of faith: Topromises. “All scripture is given by 1935 Mt. Badon Cove,
God only wise, be glory through Jesusnspiration of God, and is profitable Cordova, TN 38016
Christ for ever. Amen” (Romans for doctrine, for reproof, for
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The First Commandment With Promise

Bobby Liddell

Paul, great apostle of faith, wrote “Why honor and obey parents?”’in making the home what it ought to
by inspiration to the Ephesian church should be sufficient motivation for all be, and in securing God’s blessings
instructing them in Christian living-- who want to please the Lord, andupon the home. It will surely be well
including the proper relationship of demonstrate their love for Him, bywith children who obey God by
children and parents. doing right. obeying their parents and that because

Children, obey your parents in the Obedience to parents involves theof their respect for them.

Lord: for this is right. Honour thy  child’s both hearing what they say to The second part of the promise is:

father and mother; (which is the  him and doing what they decree; thatThou mayest live long on the earth”

first commandment with promise;) 5 5 child is to listen attentively to (cf. Exodus 20:12). The obedient

That it may be well with thee, and parents, and to do as they direct hinchild’s life will be drawn out, or

thou mayest live long on the earth. . . )

And, ye fathers, provoke not your to do (as Io_ng as their commands artengthened, on t_he soil which the

children to wrath: but bring them MOt contradictory to God’s), for God Supreme, Self-existent, Eternal One

up in the nurture and admonition has given them the responsibility tohas created and given as a dwelling

of the Lord (Ephesians 6:1-4). direct their offspring. When a child place to man. How can this be? In a

The commandment, from ourrespects his parents, obeying them, ageneral sense, the obedient child will
Creator, to children preceded theGod commanded will not be difficult, live longer by obeying his parents’
promise from God. Our Heavenlydistasteful, or despised. Knowinginstructions to avoid the life-
Father, Who gave the Law throughfather and mother love him, and thashortening (and soul-robbing) bad
Moses to Israel, commanded Histheir God-given roles as parents puhabits which steal one’s health. He
people after the Exodus from Egyptthem in places of importance andwill not engage in activities, which
“Honour thy father and thy mother: authority over him, the child will could endanger his physical well
that thy days may be long upon thgoyfully submit to the training being. Nor will he neglect the healthy,
land which the LORD thy God giveth (discipline) his parents give—bothsafe, and beneficial lifestyle, which
thee” (Exodus 20:12). The wordinstructive and corrective training. his parents urge him to follow. In
honor literally means to be heavy;Children need both. another sense, such a child will
thus, the significance is that a child Let us focus on the promise whichbenefit from God’s blessing through
should give weight to his parents. Thigollowed the commandment, “the firstHis  providence. Our God has
word came to be used in the sense gfommandment with promise.” Godpromised it will be so.
giving honor, and that is how the Kingassured, in His promise, that children Do we believe God? Will we
James translators rendered it. We sayho obey and honor father andfollow His commands to us? If so, we
of one who speaks with authority, mother will be blessed; they will seewill honor father and mother, obeying
“His words carry a lot of weight.” Not good, and will live long. Our God them as they command us, in keeping
literally, but the idea is that peoplekeeps His promises (cf. Titus 1:2).  with His will. So doing, we will know
should listen to him by listening to his  The first part of the promise is: the good that comes from God, and
words, for they are authoritative, “That it may be well with thee” (cf. will have the prospect of rejoicing in
commanding, and important. Deuteronomy 5:16). The only waymany days of happy life which our

Children are to honor and obeythings can be well (good) with one isomni benevolent Father has promised.
father and mother. This is the veryfor him to do well. There is no Above all, we wil be blessed
first responsibility of every child. goodness without God, but there isternally in that home awaiting in
Why? It is “right” to do so, as God's abundant goodness with God. GodHeaven.

Word plainly states. This means it isreveals, and experience shows, that

holy, righteous, and, of course,families who reject God’s plan for the 3283 Lynchburg
suitable to revere and to mind parentdiome suffer in sadness, confusion, Memphis TN 18135
It is always right to do right. More disarray, and separation from God and

importantly, because the Lord said dgood. In homes where God reigns,

so. Surely, we all understand the neetheir happiness, understanding, order,

to do what the Lord commands. Thisand fellowship with God bless the

two-fold answer to the question,family. Children play an essential part
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The Promise of Eternal Life
Tom Larkin

Of all of God’s “exceeding great Wendell Winkler so aptly stated of Jesus also spoke of eternal life as
and precious promises” (2 Peter 1:4)our God, “He will be there to forever yet to come. Disciples who sacrifice
surely the promise of eternal life is theheal my broken heart, to calm myin order to faithfully follow Jesus
most thrilling to the heart of a apprehensive soul, to wipe away my‘shall inherit” (future tense) eternal
Christian. “Eternal” indicates only every blinding tear, to smooth mylife (Matthew 19:29). In Mark's
part of the nature of this promise.every wrinkle, to relieve my every account Jesus told his disciples that
Eternal life is more than eternalpain, to quell my every doubt and toeternal life is “in the world to come”
existence. Those who will “be give me life forever more!” (FHU (Mark 10:30). In his parable that
punished with everlasting destructionLectures, 1999). Truly, the promise ofpictures the judgment scene as a
from the presence of the Lord” (2eternal life is one of God’s exceedingshepherd dividing his sheep from the
Thessalonians 1:9) will exist forevergreat and precious promises. goats, Jesus made it clear that eternal
in hell. But this existence cannot be Some misconceptions  existlife is entered after the judgment
called “living.” In fact, the Bible concerning the manner in which we(Matthew 25:31-46).
refers to it as “the second death’possess eternal life. Some wrongly How can these seemingly
(Revelation 20:14). assert that since the child of God hasontradictory teachings be

Eternal life is more than eternalbeen given eternal life, and sinceharmonized? How can we have
existence — it also involves the qualityeternal life never ends, the child ofeternal life and yet eternal life be
of life that is to be enjoyed. Even inGod can never be lost. In view of thesomething that we receive at a time to
this life, the faithful child of God hundreds of Biblical warnings againstcome? The harmony is found in the
enjoys a superior quality of life. In apostasy, this doctrine, popularlyfact that eternal life is ours in promise
Christ we enjoy an “abundant life” known as “once saved, always saved,and in hope. Paul opened his epistle to
(John 10:10). Those who are baptizeis simply untenable and has beerMitus by referring to the “hope of
into Christ walk “in newness of life” renounced by many. eternal life” (Titus 1:2), and later in
(Romans 6:4). But something more  Without a doubt the Bible teachesthe same epistle he spoke of those
awaits the faithful in heaven. In Markthat the faithful possess eternal life irwho are “made heirs according to the
10:30, Jesus said that “now in thissome sense. Jesus said, “He thdtope of eternal life” (Titus 3:7). John
time” the faithful enjoy a quality of believeth on the Son hath everlastindgells us that eternal life is that which
life described as “an hundredfold.” Inlife . . .” (John 3:36). Again, he said, God has promised (1 John 2:25).
contrast, he said that eternal life is “in‘He that heareth my word, and We do possess eternal life, but we
the world to come.” This “now and believeth on him that sent me, hatlposses it in promise. That promise is

then”  picture illustrates  that everlasting life . . .” (John 5:24). Johnconditional upon our faithfulness. God
something better awaits the faithful inexplained that one purpose of hiswill give eternal life to all of those
heaven. writing was so “that he may know thatwho live faithfully in Christ Jesus. As

Eternal life is a quality of eternal ye have eternal life” (1 John 5:13). Inwe live by God’s will, we lay hold on
existence that can be fully enjoyedview of such passages there is neternal life (cf. 1 Timothy 6:12). We
only in the presence of God. We enjoydenying that we have eternal life. Thedo possess eternal life, but we posses
communion with God now as question is, “How do we possesst in hope. That hope will sustain and
members of the church, but in heaverternal life?” comfort us in this life and will be
our communion will be full and free. A part of the answer is seen wherfulfilled when we enter into heaven to
In this life, we can overcome we recognize that the Bible teachedive in God’s presence forever more.
temptation and receive forgivenesghat eternal life is yet to come. Paul
when we sin, but in heaven nosaid that we may “lay hold on eternal
temptation will beckon and sin will life” after laying up a good foundation
never enter to defile. Here and nowagainst “the time to come” (1 Timothy
we have assurance of God’'s care i6:19). Further, he wrote that eternal
the midst of sickness and trouble, butife comes after “patient continuance
in heaven there will be no sicknessjn well doing” (Romans 2:7). And he

sorrow or death. said of those who are made free from

That which will make eternal life sin and who bear fruit unto holiness
so wonderful is the fact that it will be that they have eternal life in “the end” 76 Antioch Rd.
lived in the presence of God! As(Romans 6:22). Somerville AL 35670
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Exceeding Great and Precious Promises by James Rogers -----------——------ Continued from page 34
It is used . . . (c) ethically, with aHim in eternity. Let every sinner Testament, (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B.
moral significance, (I) of the effect of obey the plan of salvation and everyeerdmans Pub. Co., 1974).
lusts . . .” (Vine 1:243) “In both the saint live faithfully for God. God has Nicoll ~'W. Robertson, ~ Ed., The
instances in 2 Peter 1:4; 2:pBthora done His part. Will | do mine? | am EXpositor's - Greek  Testament, (Grand
Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co.,

again means ‘corruptibility’ and notso thankful for “his precious and

moral corruption . . . . Moral failure exceeding great promises.” ézmgéy Johnny, “God Keeps His Word,”
consists in succumbingn epithumia SOURCES Gospel Minutes, 26:43, October 28, 1977.
(1:4) to corruptibility as though this Barclay, William, The Letters of Jamesgpence, H. D. M., and Exell, Joseph S.,
were the one essential thing . . .and Peter, (Philadelphia, PA: TheTne pylpit Commentary, (Grand Rapids,
(Friedrich and Bromiley 9:104). They Westminster Press, 1958). MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 1961),

have escaped from the world’s evilCordle, Roy L., “The Faithfulness of yoiume 22, 1 Peter.
system. (E;Icl?d’ ttse(;hmo? Olj“'ﬂe’ iowce L_lJ_nk?own-tVincent, Marvin R., Word Studies In The
When one obeys the Gospel plalto'ﬁ]omémafr esF onn. I_exv es a(rjnen New  Testament, (McClean, VA:
i : et y For English Readers,acponald Pub. Co., n.d.).
of salvation, he begins, as a Christian gnqon: cassell And Company, Limited, y/ - -

“ in th d k ledge : J 'Vine, W. E., An Expository Dictionary of
to "grow in the grace and knowecg ,,18_97): . New Testament Words, (Old Tappan, NJ:
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ’Friedrich, Gerhard, Ed., and Brom'ley'FlemingH Revell, Co., 1996
(2 Peter 3:18; 1:5-11). As we grow,Geoffrey W., Translator and Editor, ' ’ P O .Box 2895
let us stand on the promises of Godheological Dictionary Of The New Cook 'Ii .TN 38502’
and look forward to standing with Ookville,

WORKS BY FRANKLIN CAMP AND BOBBY DUNCAN
Redemption Through the Bible, Preacher’s Class, Sermons orD0n MP3 format Redemption Through the Bilikee
series of Bible studies through the entire Bible that was stydietrily at the Adamsville congregation. The entire ¢
now available and contained @entotal of 44 CD’s in MP3 format. We now have available hisaéher's Class al
Sermons. The Preacher’s Class has a total of (12) and his sarmsorsntained on (2) CD’s also in the MP3 for
Each CD'’s cost is $5.00 plus tax and shipping.

We now have available three booHhe Work of the Holy Spirit In Redemption ($14.95) study of the Book ¢
Colossians ($3.95and A study of the Book of Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and the Song of Solo@®®95 by Franklir
Camp. and'he Gift of the Holy Ghos{4.95 by Bobby Duncan (Add tax and postage.)

You may order these books or CD’s by calling (205) 674-5659 or e-mailing Brother’s &mofe@bellsouth.net(Pleas
include vour address and phone numl

VIGIL is published under the oversight of the elders of the Adamsville Church of Christ
Ronnie Hayes Editor, andAshley Kizer, Associate Editor.
You may go to our websiwww.acoc.or to read and download archivedues otVigil.
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